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RULES OF THE CELLAR CLUB 
 
 

RULE 1 The name of the club is THE CELLAR CLUB INCORPORATED. 

RULE 2 The objects for which the Club is set up are as follows:- 

 Primary purpose: 

 (a)  To promote the furtherance, understanding and appreciation of wine through wine 

tastings, meetings, visits to vineyards, and such other related activities as dinners 

which, from time to time, are considered to assist in the furtherance of the Club's 

appreciation of wine. 

 Other purposes, provided they are consistent with the primary purpose: 

 (b) To liaise with persons concerned either directly or indirectly with the production and 

promotion of wine either in New Zealand or overseas, in order to further the primary 

interests of the Club. 

 (c) To assist in the education and appreciation of wine in the wider community as 

opportunities arise. 

 (d) To liaise with organisations having similar aims with a view to the exchanging of 

ideas and the entering into arrangements of mutual assistance to the Club. 

(e) To purchase, take on lease or exchange, hire or otherwise acquire any real or 

personal property, any rights or privileges which the Club may think necessary or 

convenient. 

(f) To fund its activities by raising money from subscriptions, meeting charges and other 

means approved by the club and to grant any right or privileges that may attach to 

such subscriptions. 

(g) To borrow, raise or secure the payment of money in such manner as the Club shall 

think fit and in particular by mortgages, debentures, or debentures charged upon all 

or any of the Club's undertaking, property and assets. 

(h) To make, draw, accept, discount, and execute any promissory notes, bills of 

exchange, debentures or other negotiable instruments. 

(i) To invest, lend and deal with the moneys of the Club not immediately required upon 

Securities with at least an AA credit ranking as the Club may think fit. 

(j) To appoint, remove or suspend any secretaries, treasurers, clerks, agents or 

servants. 

(k) To make, adopt, vary, and publish rules, by-laws and regulations dealing with any of 

the matters comprised in the above mentioned objects and to take all such steps as 

shall be deemed necessary or advisable for enforcing such rules, regulations, by-

laws and conditions. 

RULE 3 Membership 

 (a) Those eligible for membership of the Club shall be persons over the age of eighteen 

(18) who have stated their intention to further their interests and knowledge of wines 

and shall have submitted the appropriate application form that includes the person’s 

consent to become a member. 
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 (b) Persons on being accepted for membership by the Executive of the Club must 

become financial within two months of being notified of this acceptance.   

 (c) A financial member shall be one who, at 31 March in each year, complies with 

Rule3(b) and whose subscription has not fallen into any form of arrears or non-

payment except as provided in Rule3(f). A member who complies with this clause 

shall be deemed to be a member in good standing. 

 (d) Visitors to the Club may not attend more than two tasting meetings in any one 

financial year without becoming financial members of the Club. 

 (e) Members in good standing of any other affiliated or similar Club may enjoy the 

privileges of the Cellar Club at the discretion of the Executive. 

 (f) Upon application to the Committee, a member may be permitted leave of absence 

or absentee membership upon terms fixed entirely on the Committee's discretion. 

 (g) Cessation of membership.  Members in good standing shall be deemed to have 

ceased membership when they have submitted their resignation in writing to the 

Committee.  Members who are not in good standing shall be deemed to have ceased 

membership when 14 days have elapsed since they have received in writing advice 

of the state of their membership. 

 (h) Life membership shall give the holder all rights and privileges of ordinary 

membership except they are exempt from paying any (annual) subscription. 

 (i) The Committee shall have absolute power to discipline members or rescind 

membership for behaviour which is considered detrimental to the interests of the 

Club. 

 (j) In respect of the foregoing clauses a 75% majority vote of the full Committee shall 

be required.  

RULE 4 Finance 

(a) The funds of the Club shall be devoted to the furtherance of the objects as set out 

by these rules. 

(b) All monies received shall be banked in the name of the Club in a suitable bank 

account with a registered bank in New Zealand. 

(c) All payments shall be made by cheque or electronic payment duly authorised as 

instructed and passed for payment by the Committee. 

(d) Petty cash of $20.00 shall be allowed the Honorary Secretary. 

 (e) A cash float of $50.00 shall be allowed the Honorary Treasurer. 

 (f) Special accounts - the Committee shall have power to open special accounts. 

(g) The financial year for the Club shall be from 1 April to 31 March in the following year. 

(h)   Following each committee meeting, the club’s year to date income and expenditure 

account, together with the current bank balance will be made available on the club’s 

web site for the information of members. 

RULE 5 Signatories 

The Signatories of the Club's Bank Accounts shall be the Honorary Treasurer and a 

minimum of two other members of the Committee.  Electronic Payments to be authorised 

and Cheques to be signed by any two of the Signatories. 
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RULE 6 Subscriptions 

(a) The entrance fee for all new members shall be assessed at a rate to be agreed upon at 

the Annual General Meeting of the Club for the ensuing year. 

(b) The annual subscription for all members shall be assessed at a rate to be agreed upon 

at the Annual General Meeting of the Club for the ensuing year. 

(c) If any member of the Club is in arrears with his/her annual subscription for a period of 

two (2) months, then his/her membership shall lapse forthwith. 

RULE 7 Common Seal 

The Club shall adopt a Common Seal and such seal shall be kept under the control of the 

Secretary and shall never be affixed to any document except by the Secretary or some other 

person authorised by the Committee in the presence of two other members of the Committee 

and then only in pursuance of a resolution of the Committee. 

RULE 8 Winding Up 

The Club may be wound up in any manner provided by the Incorporated Societies Act 1908 

and the regulations thereunder, any Act passed or regulation made in substitution thereof.  

Upon such winding up any surplus assets remaining after the payment of all costs and 

liabilities shall be applied as the Committee may decide, but subject always to the objects of 

the Club. 

RULE 9 Annual General Meeting 

(a) The Annual General Meeting shall be held during the month of May in each year at a 

place approved by the Committee. 

(b) At each Annual General Meeting of the Club each financial member, being a member 

who complies with Rule3(c) or is a Life Member, who is present shall be allowed the 

power of one vote. 

(c)    The business of the Annual General Meeting shall be to receive and approve  

(i) the Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting,  

(ii) the President’s Annual Report, 

(iii) the Financial Statements for the immediate past financial year,  

(iv) any Notices of Motion and  

(v) elect the Officers of the Club. Provision shall be made during the Meeting for General 

Business to give members the opportunity to raise questions of the Committee and 

put forward any other matter for discussion. 

 (d) The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting, the President’s Report, the 

Financial Statements, and Notices of Motion shall be circulated to each financial 

member at least seven (7) days prior to the Meeting. 

 (e) Fourteen (14) clear days' written notice of such Annual General Meeting shall be given. 

 (f) The Notices of Motion shall be in the hands of the Secretary not later than 21 days prior 

to the Annual General Meeting. 

RULE 10 Special General Meeting 

(a) A special General Meeting of the Club of which fourteen (14) clear days' written notice 

has been given, may be called: 

(i) By the Committee at any time. 
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(ii) By a requisition signed by fifteen (15) financial members of the Club.  On 

receiving such requisition the Secretary must call the meeting within seven (7) 

clear days of receipt; failing which the fifteen (15) financial members concerned 

have power to call the meeting. 

Financial members of the Club shall be entitled to vote at such Special General Meeting in 

accordance with Rule 9 (b). 

RULE 11 Quorum at General Meeting 

At any General Meeting of the club twenty-five (25) of the financial members, or two-

fifths of the existing financial members entitled to vote, shall form a quorum.  Any such 

vote shall be recorded by a majority decision reached on a show of hands 

RULE 12 Officers and Committee 

(a)    The Officers of the Club shall be a President, a Vice President, an Honorary 
Secretary, and an Honorary Treasurer who, together with not less than three (3) 
other financial Members of the Club, shall form the Executive Committee of the 
Club. The Officers shall be elected by the Members at the Annual General Meeting 
as provided in Rule 9 above. 

(b)    All members of the Executive Committee may offer themselves for re-election at the 
next Annual General Meeting and shall be deemed eligible for re-election. 

(c)    The Executive Committee shall have the power to co-opt additional financial 
members as may be required from time to time in order to ensure the efficient 
administration of the Club. 

(d)    A quorum for a meeting of the Executive Committee shall be five (5) of the members 
present and entitled to vote. 

(e)    The contact persons, who the Registrar can contact when needed, will be appointed 
by the Executive Committee. 

(f)      Any member of the Executive Committee who has a financial interest in respect of 
any matter being considered by the Club, must disclose details of the nature and 
extent of the interest (including any monetary value of the interest if it can be 
quantified) to the Committee, and in an Interests Register kept by the Committee. . 

RULE 13 Alteration of Rules 

 (a) These rules may be amended, revoked or added to only at the Annual General 

Meeting of the Club or at any Special General Meeting thereof convened for the 

purpose, provided that no amendment, revocation or addition shall have effect 

unless passed by a majority of seventy-five per cent (75%) of the voters present 

at such a meeting and entitled to vote thereat as provided in Rule 9 (b). 

 (b) Notice of every proposed amendment of the Rules intended to be moved at the 

Annual General Meeting shall be lodged with the Secretary not later than the 1st 

day of April. 

 (c) Notice of every proposed amendment of the Rules intended to be moved at 

Special General Meetings shall be lodged with the Secretary at the time such 

Special General Meeting is requisitioned. 

 (d) Every such motion shall have a mover and a seconder and shall indicate clearly 

the nature of the proposed amendment. 

 (e) A copy of all such proposed amendments duly received shall be forwarded to the 

financial members of the Club not later than fourteen (14) clear days before the 

date fixed for the Annual General Meeting or Special General Meeting. 
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 (f) Any amendment, revocation or addition made to these rules shall take effect as 

from the date of registration of such amendment, revocation or addition. 

 

RULE 14 Disputes and Procedures 

 
(i)    A dispute is a disagreement or conflict involving the Club and/or its Members in 

relation to allegations that a Member or an Officer has engaged in misconduct, or 

has breached, or is likely to breach, a duty under the Club's Constitution or bylaws 

or the Act, or that a Member's rights or interests as a Member have been 

damaged, that has been brought to the attention of the Committee by any means,. 

 

(ii)    All Members (including the Committee) are obliged to cooperate to resolve 

disputes efficiently, fairly, and with minimum disruption to the Club's activities. The 

complainant raising a dispute, and the Committee, shall consider and discuss 

whether a dispute may best be resolved through informal discussions, or more 

formal procedures per (iii) below.  

 

(iii)  For any major disputes, the Club will apply the procedures set out in Schedule 2 of 

the Incorporated Societies Act 2022.  

  

 

 


