






Auckland 

Michael Brajkovich MW of Kumeu River expressed relief at a ‘normal’ sized vintage after two 

seasons down by 35-40%.  Auckland experienced the driest summer since 1958, with consistent 

warmth but no heat spikes.  ‘The fruit ripened evenly and with gradual aroma and flavour 

development,’ Brajkovich said. Chardonnay was once again the star, arriving early and in pristine 

condition. 

Gisborne 

Described as a ‘magnificent vintage’ by Kirsten Searle of Matawhero, 2025 brought full physiological 

ripeness and a return to normal yields after two lighter years.  Chardonnay excelled, providing 

excellent fruit for both table wines and sparkling bases. 

Searle also highlighted the Gewürztraminer from Matawhero’s Riverpoint vineyard as particularly 

impressive – a fitting celebration for the winery’s 50th anniversary. 

Hawke’s Bay 

There is genuine excitement in Hawke’s Bay, with some suggesting that 2025 may rival the 

renowned 2013 vintage.  Ben Tombs noted Craggy Range’s earliest-ever harvest, with Chardonnay 

off the Gimblett Gravels picked on 8 February. 

Whites show ‘electric flavour profiles with moderate alcohol’ while Syrah, despite late-summer 

humidity challenges, enjoyed extended hang time without excessive sugar accumulation, promising 

finely structured, vibrant reds. 

Wairarapa 

After four small vintages, Martinborough celebrated a strong yield.  A relatively calm spring and 

lighter winds led to strong shoot growth and abundant flowering.  Intensive canopy management 

paid off with Pinot Noir showing a savoury, charming profile. 

Tombs commented on lower acidity and softer tannins compared to the more firmly structured 

recent vintages at Craggy Range’s Te Muna vineyard. 

Nelson 

Todd Stevens of Neudorf reflected positively on the vintage:  ‘It’s still early but the whites appear 

beautifully balanced, while the Pinots show poise and should present very well.’  Initial signs point to 

good consistency across this smaller but significant region. 

Marlborough 

Murray Cook of Dog Point summed up 2025 as ‘a season of patience’.  ‘With generous yields, the 

fruit took some time to ripen fully.  Thankfully, we were blessed with classic dry and warm conditions 

which kept fruit quality high over what was our longest harvest period (46 days) in 24 years,’ he 

added. 

However, with global inventories still high amid flat consumption and geopolitical uncertainties, many 

producers opted to leave fruit on the vines.  The upside: only the best fruit was picked, and 

consumers can look forward to excellent quality from this key region. 

North Canterbury 

A rollercoaster year, with Greystone’s Dom Maxwell describing it as one that ‘challenged us, then 

offered a lot, then challenged us again, and finally delivered in the end’.  Pure fruit flavours and 

clean fermentations made it a worthwhile ride. ‘We’re excited about the quality we have in the 

winery,’ Maxwell added. 

Central Otago / Waitaki 

Valli’s Jen Parr described an unusually compressed harvest of around half the usual span.  Despite 

spring frosts affecting yields, she was thrilled with the ‘tremendous concentration’ and ‘crazy colour’, 

particularly in Gibbston and Bendigo.  Small berries and clean fruit were common themes with Parr 




